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Law's presence. This incident;, trivial as it may appear, throws an interest"
ing side-light on Law's character. It shows that he rated himself as a per-
son of consequence and ho expected to be taken by the authorities* at his
fact* value*.

While he was wailing lo hear from the finance minister, and at the
same time wondering whether he should accept Victor Amadcus's in-
vitation, an important event occurred across the Channel in London
\\ic\\ caused Law lo ponder still more* Queen Anne, who had twice refused
him the benefit of her royal clemency, died on August l? and the Whig
supporters of her Hanoverian successor George I came into power in
Whitehall, There was now a strong chance that the ban, under which
Law had lain for twenty years., might now be lifted, so he wrote off to all
the Scottish nobility of his acquaintance including the Dukes of Argyll
and Koxhurghc. In duo course these noblemen 'were pleased to give him
their assurances that ihey would intercede "with the King for his pardon'.
Among those whose good offices Law solicited in this manner was the
Karl of Stair. It was, therefore, with more than ordinary interest that
Law heard, towards the end of 1714, that Stair was lo be the next British
minister at the court of Louis XIV,

Britain's diplomatic representative in Paris at this time was the poet
IVfatlhew Prior under whom Law is staled to have served in a super-
numerary capacity when Prior was secretary of the embassy at The Hague
twenty years before. The poet had been sent to take charge of the pre-
liminary negotiations to the Treaty of Utrecht which were signed on
behalf of (Jroat Britain by Prior towards the end of 1712 arid were
popularly known as 'Malt's Peace': he had stayed on in the French capital
with the rank of plenipotentiary, But his'association with the Tory parly
lenders, particularly Jtolingbrokc, made his recall inevitable after Queen
Anne's death.
At the time of his appointment John Dalrymple, Earl of Stair, was forty-
one, years of age and thus two years younger than the financier. Like Law
he was a Scotsman and a native of Edinburgh. Indeed they had several
other tastes in common, including a love of wine, women and high play.
The Kdiu burgh drawing-rooms were still buying with talk of the spec-
tacular marriage which lie hud contracted. To compel his would-be bride.